
 

 

 

OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, 30 September 2014 at 7.15 p.m., Room C1, 1st Floor, Town 
Hall, Mulberry Place, 5 Clove Crescent, London, E14 2BG 

 

This meeting is open to the public to attend.  

Members:   
Chair: Councillor Joshua Peck  
Vice Chair:   
 Councillor John Pierce (Scrutiny Lead for Communities, Localities and 

Culture) 
 Councillor Mahbub Alam  

Councillor Asma Begum (Scrutiny Lead for Adult Health and Wellbeing) 

Councillor Peter Golds (Scrutiny Lead for Law Probity and Governance) 

Councillor Denise Jones (Scrutiny Lead for Children's Services) 

Councillor Abjol Miah (Scrutiny Lead for Resources) 

Councillor Md. Maium Miah  

Councillor Dave Chesterton (Scrutiny Lead for Development and Renewal) 

  
Co-opted Members:   
 Nozrul Mustafa (Parent Governor Representative) 
Rev James Olanipekun (Parent Governor Representative) 
Dr Phillip Rice (Church of England Representative) 
Victoria Ekubia (Roman Catholic Church Representative) 
  
Deputies:  
Councillor Suluk Ahmed 
 

[The quorum for this body is 3 voting Members] 
 

Contact for further enquiries: 
Angus Taylor, Democratic Services 
1st Floor, Town Hall, Town Hall, Mulberry Place, 5 Clove Crescent, 
London, E14 2BG 
Tel: 020 7364 4333 
E-mail: angus.taylor@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
Web: http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/committee 

Scan this code for 
the electronic 
agenda: 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Public Information 

Attendance at meetings. 
The public are welcome to attend meetings of the Committee. However seating is limited 
and offered on a first come first served basis.  
 
Audio/Visual recording of meetings. 
Should you wish to film the meeting, please contact the Committee Officer shown on the 
agenda front page. 

 
Mobile telephones 
Please switch your mobile telephone on to silent mode whilst in the meeting.  

 
Access information for the Town Hall, Mulberry Place.      

 
Bus: Routes: 15, 277, 108, D6, D7, D8 all stop 
near the Town Hall.  
Docklands Light Railway: Nearest stations are 
East India: Head across the bridge and then 
through complex to the Town Hall, Mulberry Place  
Blackwall station. Across the bus station then turn 
right to the back of the Town Hall complex, 
through the gates and archway to the Town Hall.  
Tube: The closest tube stations are Canning 
Town and Canary Wharf  
Car Parking: There is limited visitor pay and 
display parking at the Town Hall (free from 6pm) 

If you are viewing this on line:(http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/content_pages/contact_us.aspx)  

Meeting access/special requirements.  
The Town Hall is accessible to people with special needs. There are accessible toilets, lifts 
to venues. Disabled parking bays and an induction loop system for people with hearing 
difficulties are available.  Documents can be made available in large print, Braille or audio 
version. For further information, contact the Officer shown on the front of the agenda  

     
Fire alarm 
If the fire alarm sounds please leave the building immediately by the nearest available fire 
exit without deviating to collect belongings. Fire wardens will direct you to the exits and to 
the fire assembly point. If you are unable to use the stairs, a member of staff will direct you 
to a safe area. The meeting will reconvene if it is safe to do so, otherwise it will stand 
adjourned. 

Electronic agendas reports and minutes. 
Copies of agendas, reports and minutes for council meetings can also be 
found on our website from day of publication.   
 
To access this, click www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/committee and search for 
the relevant committee and meeting date. 
 

Agendas are available at the Town Hall, Libraries, Idea Centres and One 
Stop Shops and on the Mod.Gov, iPad and Android apps.   

 
QR code for 
smart phone 
users. 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

10 .1 Co-option of Roman Catholic Church Representative to Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee  (Pages 1 - 4) 

 

 
 

Next Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
Tuesday, 4 November 2014 to be held in Room C1, 1st Floor, Town Hall, Mulberry 
Place, 5 Clove Crescent, London, E14 2BG 
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Committee 
 
Overview and Scrutiny 
 
 

Date 
 
30 September 2014 

Classification 
 
Unrestricted 
 

Report No. 
 

 
 

Agenda Item 
No. 
 

Report of: 
 
Service Head Democratic Services 
 
Originating Officer(s): 
Angus Taylor, Principal Committee 
Officer, Democratic Services 
 

Title 
 
Co-option of Roman Catholic Church 
Representative to Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee 
 
Ward(s) affected:  All 
 

 
Reasons for Urgency 
 
The nomination of a Roman Catholic Church Representative to the 
membership of the OSC was received after the agenda for the 30 September 
OSC meeting was finalised for publication, and a report just drafted to comply 
with good practice in committee administration. 
 
The agreement of this co-option will provide for fuller representation from faith 
communities in Tower Hamlets in respect of education matters considered by 
the OSC and ensure the OSC and LBTH meet their statutory and 
constitutional obligations as far as is possible.  

The co-option will enable this nominated representative, in relation to 
education matters considered by the OSC, to take part and vote  during the 
meeting, the agenda for which includes an item relating to the school 
curriculum. 

1. Summary 
 
1.1 This report informs the Overview & Scrutiny Committee ( OSC) of the 

nomination to its membership of a Roman Catholic Church 
Representative; and also requests the OSC to agree the co-option  of 
the nominated representative in respect of education matters in 
accordance with statutory requirements and the Council’s Constitution 
(as amended). 

 
2.  Recommendations 

 
The OSC is recommended to: 

 
2.1 Agree the co-option to the membership of the OSC of a Roman 

Catholic Church representative in respect of education matters, as set 
out at paragraphs 3.1 to 3.7 of this report. 
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3. Co-option of Education and other Representatives to Overview 

and Scrutiny Committee 

3.1 Section 9FA(4) of the Local Government Act 2000 provides that an 
overview and scrutiny committee of a local Council may include 
persons who are not members of the Council. This provision 
empowers, rather than obliges, local authorities to have co-opted 
members on their overview and scrutiny committees. 

3.2 However Schedule A1 to the LGA 2000 also has effect in relation to the 
Council's executive arrangements. Paragraph 7 of Schedule A1 makes 
provision for overview and scrutiny committees to have church 
representatives. The Council must have a Church of England co-opted 
member on its overview and scrutiny committee if the committee's 
functions relate wholly or partly to education functions and if the 
Council maintains one or more Church of England Schools.  Similarly, 
the Council must have a Roman Catholic representative on its 
overview and scrutiny committee if the committee's functions relate 
wholly or partly to education functions and if the Council maintains one 
or more Roman Catholic schools. 

3.3 Paragraph 7 of Schedule A1 to the LGA 2000 also deals with 
appointment of the church representatives. The Church of England 
representative must be nominated by the Diocesan Board of Education 
for any Church of England diocese which falls wholly or partly in Tower 
Hamlets. The Roman Catholic representative must be a nominated by 
the bishop of any Roman Catholic diocese which falls wholly or partly 
in Tower Hamlets. 

3.4 Paragraph 8 of Schedule A1 to the LGA 2000 sets out power for the 
Secretary of State to make regulations requiring local authorities to 
have representatives of parent governors at maintained schools 
included on their overview and scrutiny committees.  The Secretary of 
State has made the Parent Governor Representatives (England) 
Regulations 2001.  Regulation 3 provides that a local education 
Council shall appoint at least two, but not more than five, parent 
governor representatives to any overview and scrutiny committee that 
has functions which relate wholly or partly to any education functions 
which are the responsibility of the Council's executive. The Regulations 
specify the process for electing representatives. 

3.5 Consistent with the statutory provisions, the Council's Constitution 
provides in Part 3 “Responsibility for Functions”, for the membership of 
the overview and scrutiny committee to include a Church of England 
representative, a Roman Catholic representative and two Parent 
Governor representatives.  The Constitution also provides for the 
committee to have a non-voting Muslim faith representative, although 
this is not a statutory requirement. 
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3.6 The Constitution as amended (Part 4 – “Rules of Procedure”, Section 
4.5 – “Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules”, Paragraph 4 
“Education Representatives” Rule 4.1 states that “The Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee must include in its membership the following 
voting representatives in respect of education matters: 

 
o One Church of England diocese representative; 
 
o One Roman Catholic diocese representative; and 
 
o Three parent governor representatives elected under the 

procedures contained in the Parent Governor Representatives 
(England) Regulations 2001.” 

 
Rule 4.2 states that “The Committee may also include a Muslim 
representative in a non-voting capacity. “ 

 

Rule 4.3 states that “These members may speak but not vote on any 
other (i.e. non educational) matters. “ 

3.7  the OSC is requested to agree the co-option of nominated representatives in 
respect of education matters as set out in the table below. 

 

Roman Catholic Diocese 
representative 

Ms Victoria Ekubia 

 
4. Comments of the Chief Financial Officer 
 
4.1 This report describes the OSC request to consider the appointment of Lead 

Scrutiny Members, in accordance with the Council’s Constitution (as 
amended). 
 

4.2 There are no specific financial implications emanating from the 
recommendation.  
 
 

5. Concurrent report of the Assistant Chief Executive (Legal) 
 

5.1 Most of the relevant statutory and constitutional provisions are set out in the 
body of the report.  Section 102(3) of the Local Government Act 1972 
confirms that committees such as the OSC may include persons who are not 
members of the authority.  

 
6. One Tower Hamlets Considerations 

 
The agreement of this co-option to the membership of the OSC will provide for 
fuller representation from faith communities in Tower Hamlets in respect of 
education matters.  
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7. Sustainable Action for a Greener Environment 

 
7.1 There are no specific SAGE implications arising from the recommendations in 

the report. 
 

8. Risk Management Implications 
 

8.1 The Co option of representatives in respect of education matters is necessary 
for the OSC to meet its statutory and constitutional obligations and in 
particular the functions conferred on the Council by the provisions referred to 
in the body of the report. 

9. Crime and Disorder Reduction Implications 
 

9.1 There are no specific Crime and Disorder Reduction implications arising from 
the recommendations in the report. 
 

 

 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 1972 SECTION 100D (AS AMENDED) 

LIST OF “BACKGROUND PAPERS” USED IN THE PREPARATION OF 
THIS REPORT 

 
 

Brief description of “background paper”  If not supplied     
                 Name and telephone  
      number of holder            
 
n/a       
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